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Should Corporations Be Responsible for Their Effects on The Environment?
		Significance and Purpose
The purpose of this essay is to answer the question, "Should corporations be responsible for their effects on the environment?"This is a significant topic that has been in the mainstream for a while now. More and more people worldwide are becoming heavily concerned with the environment we live in and doing things to clean up their neighborhoods the best they can. Still, individuals can't help what large companies and corporations produce and pollute into our environment all on their own. I believe this topic is significant because the amount of pollution, whether through water, air, or environmental, continues to rise every year. After research, I have found that the United States is in the top percentage of countries with the highest pollution rates. I have also read through many articles with specific examples, such as the Coca Cola company having much impact on the ecosystem we live in. In this essay, I would like to display the reasons why we, as Americans, should do what we can to stop pollution and clean up the earth in hopes that other countries will follow our lead. I would also like to show how companies and corporations release chemicals and toxins onto our planet that are not only detrimental to our wildlife but also us as humans. I would also like to show easy ways for individuals to help out in their own communities without doing too much. I chose this topic because I felt that it was becoming more of an issue every year and the information needs to be shown to educate those who may not know what is happening in the world around them. I believe large corporations are not always at fault because individuals have their minds, and they will do as they please. Still, I believe it couldn't hurt these companies to take ownership and be held accountable for the types of waste they release into the environment. This study's plan is to explain what is being released, where it comes from, how corporations can adapt and make small changes, and how people can help their communities limit the amount of pollution. 
What is the Big Deal?
For decades, environmental groups have become advocates for a clean Earth and all for cleaning up the environment. This is where the slogan of "Going Green" stems from, and these advocates are all in on destroying corporations' reputations until they see change and results. Many environmental advocacy groups have been formed over the years to spearhead efforts towards environmental protection. The advocacy groups put pressure on the corporation to adhere to environmental policies and regulations. In most cases, the organizations and corporations which pollute the environment are the big and the influential ones. Therefore, it takes courage from the advocate groups to questions their role in polluting the environment.
A preliminary examination of environmental organizations' views and positions, and advocacies in the USA are always cautious about environmental matters. Some of the advocacy groups formed and continue to protect and monitor our environment are the Natural Resources Defense Council and Greenpeace. These organizations are well organized and recognized and very vocal in the issues concerning the environment. Therefore, their opinions and recommendations are taken into considerations by large corporations and organizations. Most environmental advocates have focused their attention and efforts on the corporations by ensuring that their activities pollute the environment and natural resources. The large corporations are considered to cause most of the environmental pollution, which is the reason why the government and advocate groups require them to take environmental responsibilities of ensuring that they follow the policies set either to mitigate the effects of the pollution on the environment or completely avoid the activities resulting to pollution.
Do not be fooled!
When talking about the environment and how we can help, many corporations like to seem like they are on board to get support from the people. One way they do this has become recognized by advocates, and they hope to bring this issue to light so the company's antics do not fool people around the world. Corporations tend to do this thing called "greenwashing," which is when they make sustainable claims that seem to make everyone happy while they are being hypocritical and doing quite the opposite (Tsui). This term was coined by a man named Jay Westerveld in 1986 regarding a beach resort and saving towels. The resort explained they wanted the guests to reuse their towels to protect a coral reef nearby when they came to find out they were expanding onto those coral reefs (Tsui). In reality, corporate greenwashing is used to draw attention to the "good" they are doing for the environment while also distracting people from the things they do behind the scenes.
Large corporations usually use their financial strength and influence to fool people that they are on the same side and care about the environment. Once criticized because of their environmental pollution activities, some corporations react very fast by organizing functions aiming to distract the people. They may even reduce the prices of their products or come with friendly offers for their customers. Many of the corporations' objectives are to maximize their profits regardless of their activities on the environment and society's health (Satria, 2018). In fact, very few corporations have incorporated environmental policies in their strategic plan since it's not a priority for many corporations. 
What is Happening
Corporations tend to lie or not show any care towards the environment at all. The legal and financial costs that a corporation might pay to protect the environment will be added to the cost of the products the corporation is trying to promote (Farha). Nowadays, corporations are paying dearly for polluting the environment. The consequences of polluting the environment are either legal or financial, affecting the corporation's returns. The impact of the pollution on the corporation is generally negative, especially the market response. People have learned to punish the corporate, which pollute the environment by refusing to purchase their products. Showing resistance to the corporate greatly encourages the firms to come up with the necessary measures to solve their customer's concerns. Resistance is an effective way of dealing with corporations that do not consider their customers' health and the environment. Since many of the corporations are profit-driven, they are forced to listen to any pollution concerns with the fear of losing customers, which would lead to low profits. Environmental protection is gaining more and more public attention and has become a recent social norm. When companies pollute and break regulations, they are punished. Nowadays, environmental protection is appreciated by more people. Therefore, if a company has a pollution incident, it risks having a negative market reaction.
Pollution incidents affect the stock prices of many corporations and businesses. The pollution incidents provided more information about the company's environmental performance, ultimately leading to the investors' and other stakeholders' disclosure effect. Media also plays an important role in ensuring that corporations adhere to the environmental policies and regulations since they report the pollution incidents to the public. After the media reports the pollution incident, investors are provided with necessary information on meeting minimum regulatory standards for environmental protection. Pollution incidents show companies' environmental protection performance, which makes it possible to estimate the difference between the environmental performance of companies and local environmental regulations.
Carbon Footprint
A carbon footprint involves the sum of all greenhouse gas emissions; especially carbon dioxide induced from the institutions or human beings' activities and is measured in CO2 equivalents. Public attention to climate change and the future of our environment has prompted the use of carbon footprint as an indicator to measure the impacts of pollution on the environment. Footprint frames are well suited for measuring the level of gas emissions because they allow environmental agencies and governments to monitor gas emissions. Organizations should be compelled to analyze their carbon footprint and ensure that it is at a reasonable level.
Reduction of carbon footprint is a big part of going green. Besides reducing resources, companies have other practical reasons for formulating policies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Climate agencies and governments should implement more strict environmental policies to ensure that companies do not offset their carbon footprint. If the companies offset their carbon footprint, they should then face legal or economic consequences. Businesses should aim towards zero waste disposal and use of renewable sources of energy in their operations, and by doing so, they show commitment to conserving the environment (Kelly, Onat & Tatari, 2019).
Greenhouse Gas Effects
Greenhouse gases are far more damaging to the planet than ozone depletion and much harder to control. These gases are created largely by carbon dioxide; the issue with this effect is that it lets the sun's rays shine through and heat the earth but will not allow the excess heat to escape into the atmosphere. As individuals and especially large corporations, we are a huge supplier of carbon dioxide by burning and releasing fossil fuels into the air. If we continue to let this occur, we are heading toward a global warming trend that could raise our average temperatures between 5 and 10 times the rate of increase that marked the end of the ice age (Farha).
Despite corporations being responsible for the large percentage of greenhouse gas emissions, they shake things up and fail to take responsibility. The corporate is the most capable entity for stopping or reducing greenhouse gas emissions and reducing the global warming crisis (Abdullah, 2017). Although some of the companies have set their targets towards reducing greenhouse gas emissions, most of them do not consider gas emissions associated with the circulation of a particular product. This is important because when a company manufactures a product, the product continues to generate its emissions even when consumers use the product and final disposal of the product. 
The inability to resolve these emissions issues by most companies means that the vast majority of greenhouse gases can be attributed to companies' lack of climate commitment. Companies should measure and report emissions and, most importantly, come up with a necessary measure to reduce the emissions. Through this, the companies can regulate their emissions and set targets to monitor their progress.
Where Are We Polluting
Many companies pollute the air we breathe in exposing human beings and animals to various respiratory conditions. Many operations of the large companies dealing with construction, glass production, foundries, and concrete production, result in the emission of dust, especially silica dust. Exposure to the dust can get into the lungs and sometimes cause fatal lung diseases such as lung cancer and respiratory diseases such as asthma. Suppose companies like this do not take the necessary precautions to avoid air pollution with toxic dust inhaled by employees and nearby residents. In that case, they can be held accountable for their negligence.
The existing cooperates also pollute the land and water through poor waste management. Poor waste disposal and management have a negative impact on the environment and generally on human and animals' health, especially if the waste pollutes public water sources. Water pollution can seriously harm your health, especially if you drink contaminated water. Hazardous chemicals released by factories, toxic sludge, and some metals causes water pollution. This type of pollution may cause many long-term problems, especially development problems in children, reproductive problems, and serious diseases that can permanently damage a person's health. 
How Can Industrial Pollution be Prevented
Waste pollution by industries can be prevented or reduced by using effective manufacturing practices. Manufacturing industries need to visualize and improve their manufacturing processes for them to reduce waste. This can be done by finding ways to use raw materials more efficiently and also gagging on whether they can use recycled materials in their manufacturing process.  Furthermore, environmental protection agencies and governments recommend that manufacturers identify suitable raw materials and avoid those containing chromium, mercury, and lead since they are harmful to human health and replace them with other alternatives. Companies can also resolve to a hire professional waste management company to provide waste management services designed to manage waste efficiently and responsibly, thus minimizing the impact on your business and operations. 
Air pollution by industries can be prevented by manufacturing industries switching to clean energy since coal or natural gas causes water and air pollution (Dupont, Ganesan & Theodore, 2016). It is recommended for industries to use more environmentally friendly sources of energy in their operations. Since air pollution in some industries is unavoidable, the industries should consider the use of technology in removing pollutants from sources. Also, for situations that cannot be immediately converted to clean energy, manufacturers should use effective technology to remove air pollutants from the sources before it is released to the environment. The use of emission reduction technologies can remove the most destructive air pollutants or reduce pollution impact on the environment.
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